
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



370 



VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



Wood, Alexander, 
Warmock, William, 
Wood, Benjamin, 
Walls, Martin, 
Wilkins, Thomas, 
Wooten, Thomas, 
Waters, Isaac, 
Wall, George, 
Wale, William, 
Wood, Timothy, 
Wooster, John, 
West, Randolph, 



Wooden, Mathias, Fifer, 
Ward, James, 
Willard, John, 
Willoughby, William, 
Wall, William, 
Wissells, John, 
Walkinson, James, 
Walkinson, William, 
Warrington, John. 
Wilber, James, 
White, Ambrose, 
Wayne, Benjamin. 



Letters of Wm. Fitzhugh. 

(CONTINUED.) 

Proposals to the Honourable Nicholas Spencer, Esqr., Agent, 
&c, Attorney in Virginia for the Right Honourable the Lord 
Culpepper. To purchase 100,000 Acres of Land at ten years 
Purchase of the rent thus to be deduced 100,000 Acres at 120 
lbs. Tob* p. thousand comes to 12,000 lb. Tob" out of which 
must be deducted 20 p. cent at least for receiving & reducing it 
into hh 4 * which is 2,400, then remains 9,800 & 20 p. hh 4 * 
allowed, estimating each hh 4 at 400, make twenty-four hh 4 " and 
half which comes to 725 again deducted out of 9,800 makes the 
clear Tob" 9,065, which at 5 sh. p. cwt. the utmost value that 
can be expected, for Tob" so scattering and remote in best of 
times, amounts to ^22, 13. at ten years purchase is .£226, iosh., 
but because as in the severall Rent roles appeared, there is not 
above 84 or at most 86 Thousand Acres in our county already 
taken up and Seated, and some thousand acres part of that 
above Oquoquan & from Oquoquan downwards, fully taken up 
and almost all seated, and it might be doubtful to my Lord's In- 
terest to go beyond these bounds, because part is there taken up 
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& greater part lies still in his Lordship's Grant, therefore to take 
off those scruples and objections I am willing to become a Pur- 
chaser from the head of Ohoquan to Machodock, the extent of 
our county downwards, not exceeding five miles in the woods 
from the nearest Landing, that I may be far enough clear from 
Brenton purchase and without my Lord's suspicion of getting 
any considerable quantity of land already taken up, the said 
land from Oquoquan downwards according as the county runs 
and five miles backwards where the county will admit it which 
will nowhere do it till you come to the head of Potomack creek, 
& from thence in some places upwards, which said proposed 
tract, according to the severall Rent rolls, may amount to about 
sixty or seventy thousand acres, but because there may be some 
surplusage, I am willing to allow it 80,000 Acres and pay ac- 
cordingly, comes to £177, 10. sterling, which I will give for that 
tract and immediately pay down the money upon his Lordship's 
order to your Hon' for passing me the said estate over in fee 
under these circumstances to have within the P. Tract all bene- 
fits of any Escheat if they fall and all other Priviledges as his 
Lordship has by virtue of the first Purchase or last Grant in 
1688, except the benefit of all mines and minerals w"" I wholly 
refer to his Lordship under the yearly Rent of an ear of Indian 
corn, if lawfully demanded to be paid at the feast of the Nativity, 
& withall that I may have priviledge to take out Patterns or 
Deeds in my own name (paying the officers fees according to the 
constitution of the office here) for any part greater or smaller or 
as many as I please within the before granted Premises and the 
Rent to Respective Pattents to be a grain of Indian Corn. The 
reason for taking out new Pattents or Deeds are first, For Es- 
cheats that I may have a right from his Lordship as well as a 
Possession if any fall, Secondly, to get the advantage of pre- 
tended Rights if any such to be met with, and thirdly, to get as 
much as I can in my own particular name to avoid future Quo 
Warrantos. That I may have farther or other deeds and as- 
surances as council learned shall advise either by Deeds drawn 
in England and inrolled in the high Court of Chancery there or 
otherwise, &c, being at my own particular costs and charges. 
That I may have all the immediate Rents and arrearages. But 
if his Lordship opposes the Arrearages rather than break off I 
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will Desist. The Land is thus bounded (viz): Beginning at or 
near some of the falls of Oquoquan Run ten miles from the 
mouth of said River & en the South West side thereof and ex- 
tending by a line drawn South West and by West, crossing the 
Runs and Branches of the severall Creeks that Run into the 
Potomack River, to- wit, Neapsco, Yeasocomico alias Powel's 
Creek, Quanticutt, Chappawamsick, Aquia and Potomack Creeks, 
until the said South West by west line shall have included the 
branches of Potomack Creek, within the limits of Stafford 
County, when the branches that Run into Rappahannock River 
meet and render it the bounds of that county, and that conse- 
quently this South West and by West line by and betwixt the 
branches of both the Rivers of Rappahannock and Potomack, 
that is now the known bounds of Stafford and Rappahannock 
countys, and from that place a point of Intersection along the 
said line of Oevision until it reach the most Southern and Eastern 
parts of Stafford County, inclusive, bounded on the South by 
the head of Machodock River, and so to the mouth thereof and 
from thence up along Potomack River according to the severall 
courses thereof to the mouth of Oquoquan River first mentioned 
and from thence up the said River ten miles to the first begin- 
ning. 

Mr. Nich* Hayward, S r , When I made these proposals to Mr. 
Secretary did not think to have given you the trouble as you 
may see, but upon second thought have thought it my best way if I 
can make a purchase to be as quick with it as I can, that I may have 
the more time to make a firm establishment thereof, & considering 
also that you had made a Purchase of the like nature and conse- 
quently experiencedly knowing in the consummation of this, if 
his Lordship agrees to it, as I have fully writ you in my letter. 
I have also got Mr. Brent to lay me down the bounds so that 
there's nothing wanted to make a perfect Deed in England. 
But if these new troubles & the great oppressions that from 
thence we may guess will fall upon the Roman Catholicks in 
England should incline them to remove any place in Virginia, 
& Brenton I esteem a good Sanctuary for them, I could still be 
contented to continue my proposed exchange though I have 
added almost a third in land, negroes, &c. , more than when I 



LETTERS OF WILLIAM FITZHUGH. 878 

writ you and then had rather let alone this purchase for it is not 
worth two pence to any one that is not actually upon the spot. 



April 18th, 1689. 
Mr. John Cooper: 

S r I received your two letters this year, one by Gutteridge, 
the other by Harris, in the first you send me no acco't current 
and charge me very high for receiving money & therein promise 
that my money shall be laid out according to order, when it is 
received, when in the same letter you acknowledge yourself the 
pay master by taking Norrington's & Goddard's bargain off their 
hands, and consequently yourself to be Pay master, in your last 
you give me acco' of the receipt of my money that is to say, 
yourself was then willing to pay it but withall nothing that I 
sent for nor no provision therein perhaps esteeming that I had 
been extravagant in sending for those things, and you by your 
great judgment would moderate by for bearing to send. I must 
tell Mr. Cooper it is a Factor that I require, not a Director or 
Superadviser, & expect one to follow orders not to dispute the 
necessity or Inconvenience of them, especially considering it was 
my own money to be disposed & neither desired nor Requested 
to run in debt for a farthing. I must acknowledge my employ 
small and inconsiderable to a Gentleman in your method & cir- 
cumstances, therefore if you are willing to decline please to sig- 
nifie the same, for as long as I keep clear of debt I reckon to 
have a due observance of orders as if I was the greatest mer- 
chant. 

S r Before I had received your letters, especially your last 
(which but two days ago came to hand, though the ship has been 
in the county this two months) I advised & persuaded two Gen- 
tlemen Mr. Hay ward and Mr. Sampson Darrell, to make their 
consignments to your self, and when it is worth while should be 
able also to persuade others, assuring them of your true honesty 
& Integrity which yet I am unwilling to question, from whom 
by this ship you'll have some consignments and by the next may 
expect more, as also I have sent a little by this ship to say seven 
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hh d " as by the bill of Loading you'll see, which I desire you to 
dispose for my best advantage. S r you write me also in your 
last that the money in your hands is ready for Mr. Hayward 
when he calls for it, which please to deliver him that I may have 
it disposed by him according to my Directions. I do think by 
the next ship to consign you more Tob° and then shall advise 
what I will have done with the proceeds, that comes from both 
parcels. 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. John Cooper. 



May 6th, 1689. 
Mr. John Cooper: 

S r In my last by Donnan, I gave my statements for not send- 
ing my plate according to order and therefore have acquainted 
you that I have desired Mr. Hayward this year to send me it in 
according to last years Directions, giving him an acco' that you 
will pay the ballance of my Accompt in your hands for him to 
lay out in Plate for me according to my particular desires and 
directions to him this year. I have also by the said ship con- 
signed you seven hh 4 * ToL° which I desired you to dispose to my 
best advantage & promised you in this to acquaint how I would 
have that money disposed of that the Tob° produced, which I 
would have paid to my Mother if she be living, as far as ten 
pounds goes, if the Tob* will reach but if it should yield more 
please to keep it in your hand till my further order. In my last 
I also acquainted that Mr. Darrell and Mr. Hayward had each 
of them consigned you Tob" by the said ship & I believe by 
Burnham you may expect a quarter parcell from Mr. Hayward 
and perhaps from myself too, I am not yet resolved. I hope 
to hear timely from you this year and if I could have news it 
would be very welcome, especially some abatement upon this 
great Tob* custom & I should be encouraged to make a hand- 
some consignment, but as 'tis, there's so many required for clean- 
ing Tob' and the commission for paying and receiving such a 
considerable sum of money, so high, though it should happen 
to be in our hands, I mean yourself to be purchasers as it hap- 
pened to you last year, that it is more uncertain for a Planter to 
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get money by consigned Tob* than to get a prize in a lottery, 
there being twenty chances for one chance. 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. John Cooper Mer"" in London. 



July 22d, 1689. 
Mr. Jno. Cooper: 

S r In my last I gave you an account of my consigning you 
seven hh" by Donnan and how I would have the money disposed 
that it raised as far as ten pounds went, if it should rise so high 
and therefore told you I thought I might consign you some more 
by Burnham which I have also done & herewith send you a bill 
of Loading which please to dispose to my best advantage. Mr. 
Sam Hayward has also consigned you some before and some 
now by Burnham, the neat proceeds whereof he desires you to 
give my Acco' credit for which said money what ever it be I 
desire you to pay to his brother Mr. Nich' Hayward when he 
presents you with a bill of mine, payable him, for .£25, 10. Sterl- 
ing, as also to pay the ballance of the proceeds of my Tob* now 
& formerly consigned after payment of ^10 to my mother if 
anything shall then remain, which I much doubt by reason of 
the extreme lowness of Tob", but if my Tob" should not arise to 
;£io, whatever it arises to please let my Mother have it, but be 
sure bring me not in debt. If Mr. Hayward should upon the 
presenting the said bill only require his brother's money out of 
your hands because it is money only lent his brother, and per- 
haps he'll answer for the remainder himself & my Tob* should 
yield above £\o before ordered, please send me in those things 
or any part of them my money in your hands will purchase 
(viz) A home Shagged Saddle, two suits of child bed linnen, 
shoes and stockings for the remainder, though I assure you I 
expect nothing of them. We have had so extreme and low 
and scarce Market for our Tob* here that it is but three days 
ago I disposed of my Tob* abroad and at a very mean rate too. 
I have now by me of my own crops above 100 hh* Orinoko but 
freight being high and Tob* light and no promising encourage- 
ment, I durst not venture to ship it; therefore have this year 
planted at several Quarters sweet scented, not that I expect that 
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will bear a much better price, but for that it will weigh heavier 
and therefore better answer freight and keep better and so not so 
great damage or loss, if want of freight or a market make one 
keep it by him. I hope to hear timely from you, who am 

Your WfT. 



May 6th, 1689. 
Mr. Nich" Hay ward: 

S r I intended to have Duplicated my last by Donnan, es- 
pecially about the purchase from my Lord Culpepper but since 
hearing certainly from yourself in Capt. Brent's letter that he is 
dead, I did not apprehend a probability of making the proposed 
Purchase and therefore desist, well knowing you being upon 
the Place can best tell whether any thing be in prospect to be 
negotiated in that affair, if those letters come safely to your 
hands also since the writing thereof have been informed by Mr. 
Darrell that you esteemed me a jealous pated fool and gave 
these two instances, the one of the purchase of Mr. Ashton's 
tract and the other for the set price of the Callash, farther add- 
ing that you did not care for being concerned for such a person, 
neither would you advance the limited price a penny, whatever 
the prospect of advantage might be thereby both which (to 
bring me right in your Esteem though I'll promise you not In- 
troductive of a farther trouble, which I acknowledge I have 
already sufficiently given you, and will promise you for the 
future to clear in that nature my self of farther guilt) I will 
clear as to the first Mr. Ashton's Purchase, I proposed as much 
as the Land was intrinsically worth and I had rather be without 
than give more what ever representations may be made thereof, 
& I am sure it is ,£20 better to me than any Purchaser else 
because of the vicinity. As to the second, the purchase of the 
Callash, it was only a recreative project, and if for that sum 
proposed, it could be procured, I could willingly have spared it 
for the fancy of my present Recreation, but did not think it 
reasonable to give my fancy an unlimited allowance. S r In my 
last I sent to you to purchase the Remainder of the plate left 
behind this year of my Designs last year which I have again 
desired you to purchase for me, my resolutions still continuing 
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the same for that supply, and would also desire you to send it in 
by Capt. Gutteridge in the Spencer who is a careful Master and 
in a good ship and will be early, but if he should not come away 
early then I desire you to send it in the first good ship that 
comes for this River or Rappahannock, the money Mr. Cooper 
has sent me he is always ready to pay, though I last year men- 
tioned the plate yet now I think it convenient to mention it 
again (viz) Two Silver Dishes weighing 50 oz. apiece or there- 
abouts, two Ditto weighing 70 oz. apiece or thereabouts, a Sett 
of Castors that is to say for Sugar, Pepper and Mustard about 
24 or 25 oz. , a basin betwixt 40 & 45 oz. , a Salver about 30 oz. , 
a pair of Candle sticks about 30 oz., a ladle about 10 oz., a case 
containing a dozen silver hafted knives and a dozen silver hafted 
forks answerable, what remains if any, let it be laid out in a 
large Salt and what else you think convenient. I must again 
repeat and request you to send me the said plate by the first 
ship comes out for Rappahannock or Potomack if Capt. Gutte- 
ridge be not as forward as any for his bringing it will very suit 
my conveniency. The Ship is just ready to sail that I send this 
by and therefore beg pardon that I cannot enlarge about your 
neighbouring Plantation and your delighted Brenton, which by 
my next by Capt. Burnham (who is now at my house while I am 
writing this) I shall be full of. S r I must return you my hearty 
thanks and due acknowledgements for your continual! and con- 
tinued favours, & particularly for your last year's kindness in 
the purchasing of that parcell of plate sent me and received. 
S r the ballance of your account last year ish. iod If I had time 
I would for your satisfaction have sent you copy thereof. 
I am with great sincerity 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Nicholas Hayward, &c. 



July 22nd, 1689. 
Mr. Nicholas Hayward: 

I have already writ you thrice this year wherein I gave you 
an account of the delivery of my plate with many thanks for 
your care & trouble in the purchase and conveyance thereof 
which this convenience by Burnham gives me the opportunity 
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thankfully to repeat. In my last I desired you to call for money 
of Mr. Cooper and to lay it out in plate for me according to direc- 
tion there given which was pursuant to my advice last year only in 
my last which I question not but before is come to hand. I 
advised more particularly & nominated the Method for its com- 
ing in (which I will so far transcribe as relates thereto) & would 
desire you to send it by Capt. Gutteridge in the Spencer who is 
a careful Master & in a good ship & will be early, but if he 
should not come away early then I desire you to send it in the 
first good ship that comes for this River or Rappa" the money 
Mr. Cooper has writ me he is always ready to pay you though 
I last year inventoried the plate yet now I think it convenient 
to mention it again (viz.) 2 Silver Dishes weighing 50 oz. apiece 
or thereabouts, 2 ditto weighing 70 ounces apiece or thereabouts, 
a sett of castors that is to say for mustard Pepper & Sugar 
about 24 or 26 oz. , a bason betwixt 40 & 45 oz. , a salver about 
30 oz., a pair of candle sticks about 3 oz., a ladle of 20 oz., a 
case containing a doz. silver hafted knives & a doz. silver hafted 
forks answerable, what remains if any let it be laid out in a large 
Salt & what else you think convenient which I believe before I 
can reasonably expect your receipt of this you will have shipped 
of. S r I mine last year I assured you that my carpenter should 
build you a small house upon the clear ground in your Neigh- 
bouring if you continued your resolutions of settling there which 
before this should have been but that I had not nails of my own 
to spare & could purchase none, but the other day your brother 
promis'd to supply me with nails for that purpose & next month 
I intend to set my man to work upon it which shall be forthwith 
finished. In my first this year I gave you the assurance as also 
I have done to Capt. Brent here that if I could do Brenton any 
service by due commendations to particular persons or any en- 
couragement from the county or from the publick, if ever I 
come to be concerned there you might fully assure your selves 
of & still do & shall continue the Same. S r Herewith will come 
to your hands from your brother a bill of Exchange for .£25, 10. 
drawn upon Mr. Cooper which he desired me to send him to 
pay for the Smith. He spoke to me so late that I believe you 
will have disposed my money before this will come to your hand. 
I advised him to write to you to charge him in his acco' debtor 
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for the said sum which I told him I did assuredly believe would 
be fully satisfactory to you, but he, with some trouble & concern 
was unwilling thereto because he apprehends you esteem him 
negligent in his business & careless in contriving you payment 
for the ballance of his debt already contracted & so is ashamed 
to offer a further debt till this be first cleared which really trou- 
bles him & he is resolved to take effectual care forthwith fully to 
answer it & towards payment of this has ordered me what mon- 
ey his Tob produces that he has consigned to Mr. Cooper which 
I have also ordered Mr. Cooper to pay you together with what 
money of mine he has in his hands if any, for Tob" is so dull a 
commodity that I look but for a small produce of that little Tob" 
I have this year shipt & consigned to Mr. Cooper & if my money 
should be already laid out as I imagine before this comes it will 
be & consequently but a small part of that bill paid I would 
desire you not to protest it & next year Mr. Hayward and myself 
will take due care that the whole remainder be answered if you 
do not think it more advisable & friendly to charge it to his 
proper accompt & by that means give him the assurance of your 
continued kindness & assistance to him. I cant tell what his 
debt is already to you, but can give you this assurance that if it 
be not extraordinary great his Estate will be largely solvent, 
fully to answer it, together with what remains unpaid of this, he 
having four good slaves with some other English servants, a 
large stock of good Tob", his house well furnished, a good stock 
of cattte, horses, hogs, sheep, & his stock of debts every day 
increasing by his clerk's place and Smith's work, together with 
the addition of his crops in his own hand & I dare say not a 
pound of Tob* nor a penny of money in debt in this country 
except you reckon this to me. Now S r Having given you this 
account of your brother I heartily request the favour of you, to 
give me some account of mine, for he will not be so kind as to 
give me one line, nor indeed can I learn from any one, any thing 
of his circumstance which I would gladly hear of; as I have been 
thus free with you about yo r own bro r and troublesome ab' mine, 
please to think of some service wherein I may desire your con- 
tinued favours and you shall find no one more ready to contri- 
bute than 

Sir Your Wff. 



